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dignity he challenges the honour and dignity bestowed by Allah, upon mankind. Now

under such concept the human being whether man or women has to prove true in

qualities of virtue and character and his or her success of failure will depend on these

qualities.

Allah says, "Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female, while he or

she is a true believer, verily, to him we will give a good life (in this world with respect

contentment and lawful provision) and we shall pay them certainly a reward in

proportion to the best of what they used to do." (An-Nahal 16:97)

From this we can conclude that according to the Holy Quran that the standard of

virtue and character and success in the hereafter is the same for both men and women.

The tides in the affairs of culture and civilization are the results of the efforts of both

men and women. Hence it is most essential that both men and women are made useful

for a healthy society and its balanced growth.

In Islam the rights & responsibilities and rules & regulations concerning these

have been clearly defined, whosoever violates the right and directions laid down by the

Almighty will be duly punished.

Allah says, "They are libas (i.e. body cover, or screen or sakan (i.e. you enjoy the

pleasure of living with them), for you and you are the same for them. (Al-Baqrah 2:187)

Perhaps through this the Quran indicates that there are many aspects of

womanhood which need the man for accomplishment and similarily there are many

aspects of manhood which need the woman for accomplishment. Obviously this is

complimentary relationship and needs mutual love and sympathy and not hatred and

revulsion.

In this context the Quran indicates, "And among His signs is this, that He created

for you wives from among your selves, that you may find repose in them, and He has put

between you affection and mercy. Verily in that are indeed signs for a people who

reflect." (Ar-Rum 30:21)

Eventually it is the fundamentals which establish the position of a woman in

Islam, without these the position of woman in Islam can not be visualized.

Under the light of benevolent directions in Islam about women the distorted image

of muslim women in the contemporary world is quite amazing and needs serious thought

and conscientious efforts to correct this situation.

����
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Allah says in the Holy Quran about the Muslims that  they are the

"Ummate-e-Wast" which literary means the middle nation- a unique characteristic of the

Islamic community- which has been asked to maintain an equitable balance between

extremes pursue the path of moderation and establish the middle way (Al-Baqrah. 2:143)

Thus in the second chapter of the Holy Quran Allah say- "Thus we have set you

up as a moderate nation so that you may act as witnesses for mankind, as the messenger

is a witness for you. (Al-Baqrah. 2:143)

Ummah is a special name given to Muslim brotherhood and Unity. The Quran

refers to Muslims as the best Ummah raised for the benefit of al l mankind

(Al-Imran.3:110) Such a community of Muslims will be a model for the whole world to

emulate.

Hence, according to Allah's command the Muslim will be a model for the whole

world and the best community to do beneficial work and prevent that which is harmful

for all mankind. Allah says in the third chapter, "You are the best community which has

been brought forth for mankind. You command what is proper and forbid what is in

proper and you believe in Allah (alone)."(Al-Imran 3:110)

However Muslims have vast differences and controversies within their own

community which is not only harmful to them but also distorts the image of Islam, and

one of the major aspects of differences and controversies is about the position and role of

women in Islam. The greatest problem is that there are so many practices about women

which are imposed in the name of Islam.

Allah says clearly in the Holy Quran, "Mankind heed your Lord who has created

you from a single soul, and creates its mate from it, and propagated many men and

women from them both." (An-Nisa. 4:1) 

In the Quran men and women are both human beings. and the human being is the

most honourable creation. If anyone looks down upon humanity and humiliates human

April - June 2009 Khabarnama
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dealing any critical matter. Members of the committee organised a rally on 15 August 1993 and were

court arrested for reminding the prime minister about his promise for reconstruction of the attacked

mosque. A twenty-one member committee was formed on 21 January 2001 to review and take action.

The case of Babri Masjid is in its last stage before Lucknow bench of Allahabad High Court. Mr.

Zafaryab Jilani, a leading advocate and member of the Board, is pleading the case. The government

appointed the Liberhan Commission to find out the reasons of Babri Masjid demolition but the

commission did not present any report for a long time. The Board has tried to present the case in the

commission in the right earnest as and where required.

5. Tafheem-e- Shariah
Need has been felt to make aware and orient advocates and lawyers regarding Shariah and Muslim

personal law so that they could understand and appreciate their rationale and relevance in judicial

process. Therefore, Tafheem-e-Shariah Committee was formed for explaining Shariah to legal

experts, media persons and other intellectuals. Maulana Jalaluddin Umri was its convener for some

time and when he was elected as the President of Jamat-e-Islami Hind, Maulana Khalid Saifullah

Rahmani took the reign. It held several meetings in New Delhi, Lucknow and Hyderabad during

2005 and hundreds of advocates and legal experts got benefited from them.

6. Legal Cell
Legal Cell of All India Muslim Personal Law Board has been constituted in 2005 under the

stewardship of senior advocate Yusuf Hatim Muchchala. This committee advises the Board on

matters related to secular laws and fights on assigned cases in courts. 

7. Publications
All India Muslim Personal Law Board has published several books and booklets for the knowledge

and information of experts and common men. So far 42 titles are on record, which have been brought

out mainly in Urdu and English. Some of the books have been published in regional languages as

well. The noteworthy contribution of the Board in this regard is the preparation, compilation and

publication of Compendium of Islamic Law. The title was originally brought in Urdu as

Majmua-e-Qawaneen-e-Islami. It contains a codified version of Islamic Shariah injunctions, arranged

section-wise and dealing with marriage, divorce, guardianship, custody, Khula, Zihar, Li'an, Ila,

Iddat, etc.

Major Achievements
All India Muslim Personal Law Board has gradually become a premier and credible Muslim

organisation during the last 27 years and in fact it is now considered as the apex platform of Indian Muslims

enjoying support and cooperation of all sects, schools of thought and ideological leanings. It stood up to the

critical times while giving unified voice to the community and represented it properly in the national and

international forums. It negotiated with the government and private organisations on matters having bearing

on the Muslim life and culture as and when required. It succeeded in reviving faith of common Muslims on

Islam and introduced it to non-Muslims in the right earnest. There can be no denial that All India Muslim

Personal Law Board is the premier guardian of Islam and Shariah in the country and should be supported by

all concerned with sincerity and dedication.

����
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decrees and campaigns of protagonists against Shariah, awqaf and Muslim life. It is a sort of response to

external threats faced by Muslims regarding their faith, identity and survival. The second set of activities have

focus on internal reforms of the community, basically for promoting unity of the Ummah, improving Islamic

life of individuals, and for enhancing inter-community understanding and cooperation. The third set of

activities promotes research and studies on issues related to Shariah and publication of literature for

information and knowledge of both the experts and common men. Following regular activities are being

conducted under the aegis of AIMPLB.

1. Review of Law and Policies and Suitable Action
The Law Review Committee spearheads activities under this head. It thoroughly considers any

change in the laws of land and government policies having bearing on Islam and Muslims life and

suggest to the Board pertinent action for any rectification. The Board has successfully taken up and

mustered influence on various critical issues such as related to uniform civil code, child adoption bill,

Waqf Act, Shah Bano case, Muslim Women (Protection on Divorce) Act, Hajj Act, compulsory

marriage registration bill, compulsion on reciting Vande Matram in schools, Babri Masjid case, etc.

2. Campaigns for Social Reforms
Social reform of the Muslim community remains one of the core activities of the Board since 2003. It

felt that creating awareness among the Muslim community about injunctions of Islamic Shariah as a

step towards its reformation. The Board has taken up this task as a priority. The target of social

reform is generally met out through various campaigns and public awareness programmes. Social

Reform Committee plans and supervises these activities. Maulana Wali Rahmani is the convenor of

the committee. So far the Board has published 8 titles on the issue of social reform.

3. Establishment of Darul Qazas and their Systematic Functioning

In order to supplement judicial process and provide expert input in matters of family disputes related

to Shariah, it has been resolved by the Board in 1985 in its Hyderabad session to establish Darul

Qazas in various parts of the country. This resolve was reaffirmed in the Jaipur session of 1993,

Hyderabad session of 2002 and Munger session of 2003. The Board motivates local people to

establish and run a Darul Qaza for fulfilling their pertaining needs. So far the desired set ups have

been established in Hyderabad, Banglore, Thane, Akola, Dholia, Indore, Azamgarh, East and South

Delhi, Asansole, Purulia, Lucknow, Sitapur, Dehradoon, etc. A committee, constituted for this

purpose under the supervision of Maulana Atiq Ahmad Batawi, is trying to establish Darul Qaza in

different cities and towns. A booklet, "Establishment of Qaza System: Importance and Requirement"

has also been published through which the movement of establishing of Darul Qaza has got

strengthened.

4. Babri Masjid Issue

The Babri Masjid issue has been an eye sore of the community since February 1986 when the door of

this historical mosque was legally opened for worshipping idols installed by some miscreant in 1949.

Initially the issue was headed by All India Muslim Majlis-e-Mushawarat, which formed Babri Masjid

Coordination Committee. However, the committee split into two groups and both of them eventually

failed to tackle the issue properly then the Board was appealed by the Muslim leadership to take over

charge of so far the most controversial and the most far-reaching issue of the country. The Board

resolved to pursue the legal battle and formed a committee led by Dr Sayyed Qasim Rasool Ilyas for
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Rahmani, Ameer of Imarat-e-Shariah Bihar-o-Orissa were respectively chosen as its first president and

general secretary. Next year, a meeting of the Board was held at Hyderabad in which its constitution was

adopted and it started functioning properly. Basically three points are included in the aims of the Board:

1. To make Indian Muslims more aware on the issues related to Shariah. Watching all such laws and

their explanations, those coming under discussion in the parliament, state legislative assembly or

courts, which directly or indirectly have impact on the Muslim Personal Law. 

2. To review Mohamden Law positively and have discussion with scholars and experts of Shariah.

3. To make Muslims aware of Islamic commands and manners, rights and duties about family and

social life, and to publish essential literature for this purpose. To promote sense of harmony,

goodwill, brotherhood, unity and cooperation among the followers of various schools of Islamic

Shariah and to promote unity and coordination among them for the protection of Muslim Personal

Law.

The central office of the Board was formally established in 1994, when a flat was purchased in Jamia

Nagar area of the national capital. 

Organisational Structure
According to the constitution of All India Muslim Personal Law Board, there is a provision of one

president, five vice-presidents, one general secretary, three secretaries and one treasurer as its office-bearers.

There are two bodies of the Board, i.e. General Body and the Executive Committee. Number of members of

these bodies is respectively 250 and 41, who represent all eminent Ulama, representatives of Muslim

organisations, leading intellectuals, legal experts and media persons, and representatives of various schools of

thought. The larger body of the Board comprises 101 founder members and others are its general members.

Such towering personalities as Qari Mohammad Tayyab, Maulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadvi and Qazi

Mujahidul Islam Qasmi adorned the presidential post in the past and Maulana Sayyed Rabe Hasani, the rector

of Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow, presently spearheads it. The current vice presidents of the Board comprise Dr.

Maulana Syed Kalbe Sadiq, Lucknow; Maulana Muhammad Salim Qasmi, Deoband; Maulana Muhammad

Sirajul Hasan, Delhi; Maulana Kaka Saeed Ahmad Umri, Umrabad, Tamil Nadu; and Maulana Syed Shah

Fakhruddeen Ashraf. The present general secretary of the Board, Maulana Nizamuddin, Ameer,

Imarat-e-Shariah (Bihar, Orissa and Jharkhand) was nominated on the post after the demise of its first general

secretary Maulana Minnatullah Rehmani. Well-known lawyer Advocate Abdur Rahim Qureshi is officiating

as the assistant general secretary whereas Professor Riaz Umar provides his services as the treasurer of the

Board.

During 27 years' life of the Board, 20 general body meetings and 78 executive committee meetings

were held in different cities of the country. Thus, almost every year, one meeting of the larger body is held

whereas frequency of the apex body comes to be quarterly. Besides, a number of committees and

sub-committees hold meetings for discharging their assigned functions and keep the Board rolling constantly.

Activities
There are three kinds of activities the Board is known for; i.e. dealing of critical issues, community

reform and research and publication on concerning issues. The first set of activities take shape in the light of

problems and issues created due to policy decisions of the government, enactment of untoward laws, judicial
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India espouses a secular, democratic and socialist Constitution, which guarantees universally

acknowledged rights to minorities such as the right to preserve culture, the right to profess, practice and

propagate the chosen faith, the right to establish educational institutions, the right to equality, and the like.

However, in practice, these minorities are facing a number of problems including discrimination, prejudice

and threats to identity and survival. Inter alia many intricate issues, their personal laws are targeted by a class

of politicians, bureaucrats, media, rightist organisations and, of course, by the judicial system in the name of

national integrity and harmony, and there is a constant pressure on these communities to change their personal

laws in accordance with either the secular laws or the beliefs and practices of the majority community. Just

after independence, a section of intellectuals have taken up the task to inflict changes in the duly accepted

Muslim Personal Law and to malign its upholders.

All India Muslim Personal Law Board was established in 1972 to face such threats on the one hand,

and on the other, to make a cross section of society aware of Shariah and its application in modern life. Since

its inception, the Board is dealing with one or the other issue every now and then and it has successfully

guided Indian Muslims in critical times as their apex body in the country. Here is a brief introduction of the

AIMPLB and its activities.

Establishment
In the name of article 44 of the Constitution, which subscribes gradual enactment of uniform civil

code through out the country, a coterie of people and organisations such as anti-religion groups, aggressive

Hindu organisations like RSS and VHP, leftist intellectuals and ultra liberal Muslims have been pursuing

since early sixties the policy to wreak the uniform civil code on Muslims while even going against the spirit

and guidelines of the Constitution itself. In 1963, the government constituted a commission to reform the

Muslim personal law, which was revoked after some years seeing public sentiments against it. Another such

attempt was noticed in 1964, when a member of Maharashtra assembly, supported by some Muslim MLAs,

tabled a private bill in the state assembly for preventing Muslims from marrying more than one wife. It did

not succeed on the floor. Again in 1972, the act was repeated in the said assembly with the same fate.

However, the child adoption bill presented in the parliament the same year gave the major impetus for the

formation of a permanent organisation to fight such ill-intended conspiracies as and when required. And, the

outcome is the formation of All India Muslim Personal Law Board.

In a historic convention on 13-14 March 1972 in Mumbai, most of the eminent Muslim leaders,

intellectuals and representatives of well-known institutions and Islamic sects and schools of thought of the

country participated and recorded their anguish over seditious attempts by some vested interests for

undermining the personal law of Muslims and fervently pledged to uphold Shariah in spite of all odds.

Reverend Qari Mohammad Tayyab, the erstwhile rector of Darul Uloom Deoband and Maulana Minnatullah
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convention decided to setup All India Muslim Personal Law Board and this Board was formally constituted at

a meeting held at Hyderabad on 17th April, 1973.  The Board formulated a comprehensive programme to

protect the laws of Shariat, to acquaint the muslims with the Sharia rules and etiquettes to be observed in

social life and to eradicate all unislamic customs and traditions from the muslim society.  Meetings and well

attainded grand conferences were held at local, district and state level in every nook and corner of the country.

Moulana Syed Shah Minnatullah Rahmani who was elected as the first founder General Secretary had

compiled three booklets under the titles "The Muslim Personal Law" , "The problem of Muslim Personal Law

in new phase" and "Muslim Personal Law - Few aspects for discussion and consideration". These booklets

and the address of Qazi Mujahidul Islam Qasmi entitled "Introduction and Analysis of the problem Muslim

Personal Law " and presidential addresses of Hazrat Moulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadvi, the second  president of

the Board were published in thousands and thousands and were distributed among the muslims to made them

aware of the important of the problem and of the gravity of the situation,.  These and other activities of the

Muslim Personal Law Board created sentiments among muslims for the cause of protection of their rights and

they felt it that this was their own responsibility. The zeal and enthusiasm generated in the muslims was due

to efforts of All India Muslim Personal Law.

The formation of All India Muslim Personal Law Board proved to be historic as it created a sense of

unity among the whole muslim county and the talents of the community converged on this point. This

changed the whole atmosphere. Those who are raising voice for amendments in the Muslim Personal Law

became apologetic and now the changed stand was that the Muslim Personal Law can be changed when

muslim themselves want the change.

The activities of the Muslim Personal Law Board are carried out in two directions. The first one to

adopt effective measures against any efforts to change the law of Shariat directly or indirectly or through

parallel legislation and the other to acquaint the muslim with the rules of Shariat and mutual rights and duties

and etiquettes in Islam and to create a zest among them to follow Shariat in all social matters.

The Board also encourages analytical study of Islamic laws and jurisprudence and to find solutions to

the newly emerged problems according to the principles of Islamic Shariat.  The Board has been promoting

mutual understanding and cooperation between different schools of Islamic law and sects.  It is an undeniable

fact that existence of the Indian muslims with their own civilization and culture and their continuation into a

bright future can be ensured if endeavor is made on all aspects with comprehensive planning.  Board has

achieved success during the last 37 years in many fronts, whether it be the problem of adoption or of

maintenance to a divorcee or any other problem relating to the Muslim Personal Law.

The All India Muslim Personal Law Board has accepted the invitation of conscientious muslim of

Kerala and is convening the meeting of its Executive Committee at Calicut on 12th of July 2009.  This

important meeting of Executive of All India Muslim Personal Law Board is being held in Kerala for the first

time and surely the muslims of the state will evince interest in this and will attend the public meeting to be

held in this connection in large numbers and demonstrate that the muslims of Kerala are not behind anyone in

promoting the cause of Shariat i.e. Muslim Personal Law.
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It was in 1937 that the British Government of India, acceeding to the consistent demand by muslim

ulemas enacted the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act which laid down that in all cases between

muslims litigants relating to matters concerning marriage, divorce, dissolution of marriage, will, inheritance,

gift, wakf etc., the courts should decide such cases according to the rules of Islamic Shariat.  This act says

"The rule of decision shall be Shariat".  This Act has rendered all customs and traditions prevailing in the

society irrelevant and in applicable.

After our country, India attained independence, our Constitution was framed and in this Constitution,

the guarantees in Articles 25 & 29 protect the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) and ensure continuity of

application of Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) by the courts.  But in the chapter of Directive Principle of State

Policy, a provision was made in Art. 44 that the state shall endeavor to secure Uniform Civil Code applicable

on all citizens throught the country.  This Article provided the pretext for raising voice against Shariat and for

paving way to the abolition of the Muslim Personal Law.

In 1956 when Hindu laws relating to marriage and other related matters known as the Hindu Code

were being enacted the then Law Minister Mr. Pataskar had declared that the reforms which were being made

in the Hindu laws would be enforced in future on other citizens of the country.

This statement of the then law minister was infact declaration of Government of India's policy.

Simultaneously some so-called muslim intellectuals were encouraged to raise voice for reform and

amendments in the Muslim Personal Law for the sake of progress and the media, newspapers and journals

and other modes of publicity were activated and seminar and symposia were arranged to prepare ground for

reforms and amendments in the Muslim Personal Law.

In these circumstance, ulemas and leaders of the community, expert of muslim law and intellectuals

took stock of the situation and by the grace of Allah Subhanaho-O-Taala some conscientious muslims

assembled to thinkover the problem.  In this connection the first meeting was held at Deoband at the instance

of Hazrat Moulana Syed Shah Minnatullah Rahmani the fourth Ameer-e-Shariat of Bihar & Orissa and Hazrat

Hakimul Islam, Moulana Qari Mohammed Tayyab Qasmi sb rector of Darul Uloom, Deoband. It was decided

that the most of the voices against the Muslim Personal Law are being raised by the so called intellectual of

Bombay, therefore a representative convention on Muslim Personal Law be held at Bombay.  On this

initiative All India Muslim Personal Law Convention was held at Bombay on 27 & 28 Dec. 1972.  This

convention turned into a historic event wherein muslims from all parts of the country and muslims belonging

to different sects and schools of fiqh, ignoring mutual differences and sectarian prejudices attended this

convention for protecting the laws of Shariat and to strive for this cause with full unity within the muslim

society.  This convention unequivocally declared that muslims would not except any law other than the law of

Shariat in all matters relating to marriage, talaq, fasiq, khula, succession and inheritance, gift, wakfs etc.,  The
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and trust. Infect it is the heavenly message. The essence of the message is that one must

resign to the will of Allah. Abide by His commandments and avoid what has been

forbidden by Him, as vice always leads to devastation. Now the question arises that when

the scripture has been revealed to us and the enjoins of shariah have been manifestly

communicated to us, how could we offer an alibi for not abiding by it and are unable to

enforce it in our lives and affairs. These are our material desires or impediments created

by the Satan or the society that deny our access to the shariah? What ever it might be, no

hindrance should block our way to the shariah. Praise be to Allah that in the Indian

Muslims Society. Islamic awareness, Islamic Culture and Islamic upbringing is still

exists to an extent. Islamic Sense and Islamic awakening is also vibrant, just as belief

increases and decrease as well similarly the blessing and favour of the Almighty

diminishes or is in abundance. It is incumbent upon Muslims to be aware of the Islamic

rules and fundamentals and transform their lives accordingly. A father should train his

children, a husband should try to reform his wife and be aware to her right. As a son he

should discharge his obligations towards his parents, his brothers and sisters. The

criterion in this regard would be what Allah and this Messenger (Pbuh) have prescribed.

  Our faith demands that we must remain united. We must avoid conflict and must

cultivate a habit to respect others views, love mankind, make effort to reform people and

make our selves indispensable to our nation and our country.

To remove contradictions from our lives is the foremost requirement. The

message of the Muslim Personal Law Board is to ensure unity adherence to the shariah,

the enjoins of the Quran and Sunnah, Indian Muslims must abide by the rules set by the

righteous of yore and follow the commandment of Shariah sincerely and transform their

lives to conform to the norms of the faith.

The religious leadership of Indian Muslims brought all the sects and organizations

on one platform to provide a strong unity among Indian Muslims. It gave this message

through every statement it issued and also stressed upon a firm collectivity. That it

launched a campaign to uphold and enforce Islamic family laws. Praise be to Allah that

this campaign was headed by emanate ulama and urged that Indian Muslims being a

minority in the country should strictly abide by their family leaves. They should enforce

law covering marriage, divorce, discharge of their obligation towards their family

members and thereby revive the laws of the Shariah in their society.
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When Allah Almighty created the Universe and brought various kind of species in

to existence, He Himself created man and endowed him with all sort of capabilities.

Wisdom was the most important natural trait that was bestowed upon man. He blessed

him with a heart that is the nucleus of all capabilities and mysteries. Allah Almighty

created human being to worship Him and glorify Him. He sent down scriptures and a

chain of messages. This divine system concluded till the last Messenger of Allah (Pbuh).

Man either speaks, or is silent, moves of is motionless. In every positions, there is

an impulse behind every movement and action and idea. that causes this sudden reaction.

Human being is in himself a symbol of Allah's creation who has a world hidden within

his innerself. A poet has very aptly described it

It a man retreats and negates himself, he is just a handful of dust. But if he

magnifies himself, even the universe could not contain it.

This is the human kind, Allah has said of him that we created him, blew sprit in to

him and blessed him with wisdom and power of thanking. We taught him every thing

that he needed. We commissioned messengers to guide him to the right path. They

preached in the language of their people and tried to reform and regenerate them. He sent

down the scriptures that state every thing explicitly. So that man can discriminate

between vice and virtue. This system contained for centuries. Messenger came and

passed away. Old generation disappeared and new one took their place on earth. History

recorded the annals. Then came Allah's last messenger (Pbuh) with his scripture having

30 parts (the Quran) He recited Allah's Book to his people, taught wisdom to them and

perfected them. The trained groups o righteous people who travelled across the globe and

communicated the divine message to the human kind that they had got from their master

(Pbuh) where ever this group of the righteous of yore went, there was refulgence of

divine guidance and materialism yielded to spirituality, repression gave way to justice.

Monotheism overwhelmed polytheism. Then came forward the second generation of

their students (Tabeien) and then the students of their students (Tabe Tabeien). After

them, ulama reformers and suites shouldered the obligation. But what is this obligation
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